
 

 

For Immediate Release 

 

Memphis Botanic Garden Announces Thomas Dambo’s TROLLS: Save 

the Humans Exhibition Details & Programming  

A whimsical outdoor art exhibition made of all reclaimed wood exploring folklore, poetry, 

and the human relationship to nature is set to open on February 1, 2025. 

 
Memphis, TN – January 8, 2025 –The Memphis Botanic Garden (MBG) today announced further details 
and programming for the upcoming Thomas Dambo’s TROLLS: Save the Humans seasonal exhibition 
presented by International Paper officially opening at the Garden on February 1. This much-anticipated 
exhibition, will captivate visitors of all ages, showcasing six of Thomas Dambo’s iconic folklore-inspired 
troll sculptures built from reclaimed materials. 
 
Meet the Trolls: 

• Ronja Redeye - Ronja speaks from the heart with a mighty voice and is a natural leader. She 

speaks compassionately and honestly since she knows words can make humans smile but can 

also make them sad. 

• Rosa Sunfinger - Rosa is a soft-spoken introverted troll who cares for plants and other green 

creatures with her life-giving fingers. She spreads her wisdom by showing how plants can make 

even the most useless items come back to life. 

• Kamma Can - Kamma is a creator. Where humans see trash, she sees potential. She wants to 

teach the humans not to throw things away so fast but instead get creative with colorful 

plastics, which she calls eternity material. 

• Sofus Lotus - Sofus listens, feels, and is mindful of nature and all its beings. He was the first one 

to notice something was wrong with the world, and that nature was changing its rhythm and 

ways for the worse. 

• Ibbi Pip - Ibbi is a handy, optimistic troll and a friend of all animals. She tries to communicate 

with the humans through colorful birdhouses because she thinks this could awaken the humans’ 

compassion for their natural surroundings. 

• Basse Buller - Basse is a wild child at heart and loves to express himself through symbols and 

shapes inspired by nature he lives in, and he makes his mark with anything he can find. A rebel, 

he takes “no” as a “maybe.” 



Thomas Dambo’s vision is to create art that encourages people to explore nature and embark on new 
adventures while showcasing how discarded materials can be transformed into something beautiful and 
unique. Produced by Imagine in collaboration with the artist, TROLLS: Save the Humans combines art, 
nature, and powerful messages of sustainability in a one-of-a-kind outdoor installation. Renowned for 
crafting larger-than-life troll sculptures using reclaimed wood and natural found materials, this exhibit 
marks Dambo’s latest endeavor to inspire environmental awareness through his giant, whimsical 
creations. 
 
"Thomas Dambo’s TROLLS: Save the Humans is a transformative exhibition that weaves art, nature, and 
storytelling into a powerful call for sustainability. These gigantic trolls remind us of the beauty and 
resilience of our environment, encouraging visitors to embrace a harmonious relationship with nature,” 
said MaryLynn Mack, Executive Director, Memphis Botanic Garden. “I encourage everyone to come and 
experience the magical folklore of Thomas Dambo.” 
 
Visitors to the Garden from February 1 to May 21, can lean into the lore and encounter these larger-

than-life personalities who made a pact at the great "Trolliefolkyfest" in a secret place to band together 

and help save the humans by rediscovering nature and teaching us how to live in harmony with the 

earth. A full roster of programming is planned to accompany the exhibition and the Garden invites the 

community to embrace the exhibition’s message and engage with the Trolls and their mission to save 

the humans through positive change and environmental awareness.  

Special Events & Programming 

Advance registration or tickets are required for certain events. Events subject to change. 

February 
• Wednesdays through Saturdays – Troll Tram Tours 
• February 1, 7-9 am – MBG Member Morning Preview 
• February 6 - Bringing the Outdoors In Horticulture Workshop 
• February 15 - The Great Backyard Bird Count with Ibbi Pip 
• February 16 - Ibbi Pip-Inspired Metal Clay Birdhouses 
• February 23 – Folklore Friends #1 with Becky Zee: Meet Squeegee 
• February 27 & 28 - Spirit Scarves: Transforming Found Objects into Wearable Art 
• February 28 - Rosa Sunfinger-Inspired Upcycled Planter Party (21+) 

 
March 

• Wednesdays through Saturdays – Troll Tram Tours 
• March 8 - Trolls & Trowels: Family Play Day at the Garden 
• March 10-15 - Troll Play Days Drop-In Activities 
• March 16 – Basse Buller-Inspired Forever Flowers: Forged Copper Flower Jewelry Making Class 
• March 23 - Folklore Friends #2 with Becky Zee: Meet Momo 

 
April 

• Wednesdays through Saturdays – Troll Tram Tours 
• April 5 -Troll Fest 
• April 12 - Troll Stroll Saturdays: Rosa Sunfinger - Presented by Janet Misner 
• April 13 - Basse Bueller-Inspired Fold Formed Leaves and Pods Jewelry Class 
• April 19 - Troll Stroll Saturdays: Sofus Lotus - Presented by Amanda and Nick Goetze 



• April 26 - Troll Stroll Saturdays: Ibbi Pip - Presented by FedEx 
• April 27 - Painting with the Sun Workshop 

 
May 

• Wednesdays through Saturdays – Troll Tram Tours 
• May 2 - Troll Garden Party (21+) 
• May 3 - Troll Stroll Saturdays: Basse Buller - Presented by Thompson Machinery 
• May 4 - Basse Buller-Inspired Metal Clay Leaves Jewelry Class 
• May 10 - Troll Stroll Saturdays: Kamma Can - Presented by HD Pallet 
• May 17 - Troll Stroll Saturdays: Ronja Redeye - Presented by Speer Charitable Trust 
• May 18 - Folklore Friends #3 with Becky Zee: Meet Narff 
• May 21 - Last Day of Exhibit 

 
TROLLS: Save the Humans at the Memphis Botanic Garden is presented by International Paper with 

support from Speer Charitable Trust, HD Pallet Company, Janet Misner, Amanda & Nick Goetze, FedEx, 

and Thompson Machinery. Additional support is provided by Pinnacle Financial Partners, Raymond 

James, LocalIQ, Blue Scope / Varco Pruden, TruGreen, WKNO, WMC, Forever Ready, Kathy and Ben 

Adams, Anonymous, The Pelynio Family, The Papasan Family, Sally and Chris Nickele, Perkins-Everett 

Lighting & Controls, Tracy and Lee Crump, Lisa and Bayard Snowden, American Paper Optics (Paulo and 

Jeanne Aur), Julie and Jim Raines, Diane and Walt Chambliss, DirectFX, Memphis Grizzlies, The Little 

Garden Club of Memphis, Gwen Campbell, Signet, Inc. (Elizabeth and David Tate), Wild Birds Unlimited 

of Memphis, River City Lifestyle, and Jonathan and Emma Jacobs. 

Don’t miss your chance to experience Thomas Dambo’s TROLLS: Save the Humans for a limited 
engagement from February 1 to May 21, 2025. MBG Members enjoy free unlimited access to the 
exhibition by showing their membership card at the entry. For non-members, the exhibition is included 
with general Garden admission which is $12 for adults, $10 for seniors (62+), $7 for children aged 2-12, 
and free for children under 2.  

Learn more about Thomas Dambo’s TROLLS: Save the Humans at the Memphis Botanic Garden at 
membg.org/trolls 

 
# # # 

About Memphis Botanic Garden 
The Memphis Botanic Garden is a not-for-profit 501(c) (3) organization dedicated to being an exemplary 
center for horticulture and environmental enrichment. Serving over 40,000 school-aged children 
annually, and hosting 260,000 visitors each year, Memphis Botanic Garden strives to enhance lives by 
connecting people with nature, increasing awareness and appreciation of our environment. 
 
About the Artist Thomas Dambo  
Born in Odense, Denmark in 1979, Artist Thomas Dambo’s mission is to create art that inspires people to 
explore, have adventures in nature, and show that recycled goods can be turned into something 
beautiful. Before embarking on the path of building larger-than-life troll sculptures, Thomas led a multi-
faceted life that allowed him to express his creativity via music, street art, and scenic design. After 
graduating from the Kolding Design School in Kolding, Denmark, with a master’s degree in interactive 
design, Thomas began his journey of using recycled materials to create colorful art installations, building 
the foundation for his artwork today. He currently lives and works in Copenhagen, Denmark. 



 
About the Trolls 
Dambo is best known for his colossal troll and ‘live’ as permanent or semi-permanent installations in 
parks, greenspaces, industrial parks, and in other site-specific locations around the world. Each folklore-
inspired sculpture is imbued with expression and character and is built entirely from reclaimed 
materials. Driven by a mission to inspire people to explore our relationship with the planet, many of 
Dambo’s works have an associated folk tale written by Dambo himself that address the complex 
problem of our world in a fun and approachable way. 
  
In the Spring of 2018, Dambo unveiled a temporary exhibition of trolls at The Morton Arboretum just 
outside of Chicago, IL. The exhibition was an enormous success, leading to the garden’s two highest 
attended years in its nearly 100-year history. During the run of the exhibition, 1.26 million people visited 
the arboretum. Inspired by the enthusiasm of the visitors and compelled to find a way to enable 
Dambo’s work to have a longer lifespan in the spirit of reducing, reusing, and recycling, Imagine 
Exhibitions is delighted to partner with Dambo to develop this evergreen traveling exhibition.  
  
About Imagine 
Imagine (formerly known as Imagine Exhibitions) is a global leader in immersive storytelling and 
experiential design, specializing in the development of world-class exhibitions and attractions for 
museums, studios, IPs, brands, and leisure destinations worldwide. Through its four core services—
Exhibitions, Studio, Retail, and Operations—Imagine created visitor experiences that entertain, educate, 
and inspire. Imagine’s Exhibitions division creates, tours, and operates award-winning 
traveling experiences like Harry Potter™: The Exhibition and Titanic: The Exhibition, 
captivating audiences and driving attendance worldwide. Its Studio plans, designs, and produces both 
traveling and permanent experiences, offering comprehensive creative services for clients seeking 
unique, story-driven experiences. The Retail division enhances guest engagement and drives revenue 
through bespoke product development, store design, and operations, while the Operations team 
provides extensive consulting, marketing, and operational support, ensuring the seamless and profitable 
management of visitor experiences across various venues. Imagine is currently producing, presenting or 
operating more than 40 unique experiences around the globe, spanning museums, science centers, 
zoos, botanical gardens, integrated resorts, and non-traditional venues. For more information, 
visit theimagineteam.com. 
 

### 
 

For Business Related Inquiries Including Hosting the Exhibition 
Debbie Donohue | +1.404.808.7578 | ddonohue@theimagineteam.com 
 
For Media Inquiries 
Memphis Botanic Garden 
Olivia Wall | Director of Marketing & Communications | 901-636-4120 | olivia.wall@membg.org 
Jeff Hulett | Jeff Hulett PR | 901-859-9430 | jeff@jeffhulettpr.com 
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