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This is definitely a time when people are having a lot of
time to spend at home. I can't think of a better time of
year to enjoy being outdoors than spring! The following
are a few gardening tips that are appropriate for this time
of year.
If you have large flowering shrubs that have finished
blooming such as Quince, Winter jasmine or Spirea, this
is the ideal time to prune them. Start by removing any
obviously dead branches followed by cutting out 20% of
the oldest branches out at ground level. This will
encourage new basal growth. If the plant looks a little out
of balance, shape it up a bit but do not shear. New
growth should be begin in about a week.
For other flowering shrubs that are blooming now, such
as Forsythia, Viburnums and Kerria, follow the same
procedure as soon as they have finished flowering.
If you have Hydrangeas, many of them were severely
damaged in the freeze we had last November. If you haven't done so already, simply cut
out old wood that has not produced any foliage. Some of them may have lost all top
growth, but should be sending up new growth at the base of the shrub. If that is all that is
left, they will simply not flower this year, but should go back to normal in a year.
Roses should have a lot of new growth by now. If you haven't pruned them by now, just
remove dead wood, fertilize with a good quality rose food. You can shape them a little over
the summer as you dead head spent blooms. If you have really overgrown roses that need
severe pruning it can be done now, but it will delay flowering
Growing a vegetable garden is a good way to lessen your carbon footprint and make
fewer trips to the grocery store. Even if you don't want to devote a large space to this
endeavor, you can tuck a few plants in odd spots in flower beds or even plant some in
containers. Some small fruits such as Blueberries, Blackberries and Strawberries can be
attractively incorporated into a landscape.
As soon as the soil dries out enough to work, waste no time in preparing a seed bed to
plant cool season vegetables. Leaf lettuce, spinach, radishes, beets, carrots and other
similar species can be planted now. They will not tolerate summer temperatures. It will be
several weeks before it is time to plant peppers, tomatoes and eggplant. The soil needs to
be warm to the touch and the night temperature at least 50 degrees or above. You can
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sow seeds of these indoors now or simply purchase plants at the right time. Usually after
April 15th.
Clean up perennial beds.Remove last years foliage, pull weeds and fertilize. Container
grown perennials can be planted now though the end of May with good results. I wouldn't
recommend dividing most perennial at is time. That should have happened a month ago
or you have another chance to do it in early fall.
Don't be in a big hurry to move indoor plants outdoors. Almost all of these are tropical
plants that love heat. Just like us they can sunburn when first experiencing strong
sunlight. When it is warm enough place the plants under the shade of a car port or a large
tree. for a week or so. Gradually move the sun lovers such as tropical Hibiscus, Crotons
and Bananas into more light. The shade lovers which are usually what I would call indoor
tropical foliage plants, such as Peace lily, Philodendron and Scheffelera prefer their
vacation outdoors in the shade.
If you have specific gardening questions, you can contact me at
rick.pudwell@memphisbotanicgarden.com

Off to a Good Start: Caring for Young Trees in
Your Landscape
Planting a tree is an act that has the
potential to create long-term
ecological and economic, as well as
psychological, benefits. This potential
may be magnified even more by
planting native trees, which will fulfill
their role as critical members of an
ecosystem that has been
dramatically urbanized. Before they
can serve as keystones in their
habitat, trees must go through the
difficult journey towards maturity.
Depending on the species this
process may take decades. In our
fast-paced world, a lot can happen around a tree before it reaches maturity. Our
responsibility is to care for developing trees so that they may maximize their benefits to
the ecosystem (which includes humanity) for generations.
Selecting the right tree for the right spot is critical to the future health and longevity of the
tree, and it should be the first step you take before planting a tree. The “right spot” can
include factors such as the soil type, amount of drainage, if there are other plants in the
area, and if there are any structures or powerlines in the area. For example, planting a
young tree next to powerlines might give you several years without any issues, but if that
tree species reaches 100ft at maturity, you will have to take dramatic pruning action before
the tree causes any problems. Dramatic pruning (topping) can compromise the tree’s
natural form, as well as open it up to infection and disease. Some species are adaptable
with regards to soil drainage, whereas some are more sensitive to changes. A species
that prefers well-drained soils in higher areas may not perform well if you plant it in an
area that holds water throughout the year. Pay attention to site details while making your
selection.
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Once you have selected your species and planting location, the tree needs to be planted
properly. Most improper planting techniques concern hole depth, which are either too deep
or too shallow. If the tree has a root ball, the hole depth should be slightly shallower than
the size of the root ball, so that the trunk flare at the base of the tree sits 1-2 inches above
the level of the surrounding soil (A good way to estimate depth quickly is to measure the
root ball with your shovel handle and then dig until your mark is just is just higher than
flush with the surrounding soil). This depth allows for proper root growth, decreasing the
chances of girdling roots (planted too deep) or ground roots (planted too shallow) from
forming. The hole should also be 2-3 times as wide as the diameter of the root ball, so that
when the hole is backfilled with soil, there will be ample pore space generated for outward
root growth. Like other plants, trees need to be watered in following planting to satisfy
roots.
The addition of fertilizers may or may not be necessary as your young tree is developing.
The only way to know for sure is to have a soil sample analyzed. This will give you a
detailed report of what nutrients and minerals are in the soil, along with their
concentrations, as well as the pH of the soil. If you are attempting to plant a tree that has
very specific pH requirements, it might be best to perform a soil sample before you plant
that particular tree. From the results of the soil sample, you can proceed with the
appropriate fertilization protocol. Again, fertilization may not be necessary. You should
monitor your tree from season to season to see if something appears to be wrong with it.
The occurrence of problems in a tree that should be healthy often indicates issues in the
soil. However, these issues may not always be related to nutrient deficiency. Soil
compaction can also limit the roots’ ability to perform and can be caused by placing heavy
objects too close to the tree or driving vehicles next to the tree. Even consistent walking
can beat down paths and compact the soil underfoot. Compaction can be alleviated by soil
aeration, but prevention of this issue is more effective.
If your tree is in the right spot and is growing without any problems, you may begin to
consider light pruning. Pruning is not necessarily required and should only be done to
assist in the health of the tree. Before you begin any pruning, ask yourself: Why am I
making this cut? Why am I removing material from the tree? If your young tree has
branches that are growing close together, and may one day start rubbing, you might
consider removing the weaker branch so that both are not damaged by each other in the
future. Some young trees may exhibit codominance, where there is more than one central
leader. Codominant stems may grow large enough to form included bark, a situation
where two stems have grown in circumference into each other and created a space
between them that holds water. This is often a site of decay. These areas do not “fuse”
into one larger stem, and they may eventually split due to the weakness caused by decay.
Pruning out one of the codominant stems at an early age will allow the other stem to
become the central leader. Anytime you prune, do not remove more than 20% of the tree’s
canopy. If you and a professional arborist believe dramatic pruning may be necessary for
a particular tree (maybe the once small Japanese Maple has outgrown its place right next
to the front door), be prepared to slowly remove material over the course of a few years.
Pruning all at once may indirectly damage the tree. If too many leaves are removed
because of pruning, the tree may not be able to produce enough energy through
photosynthesis to maintain a strong immune system, making it more susceptible to
disease.
All in all, a lot of care goes into ensuring the health of young trees. In some cases,
however, less is more. If you have taken care to pick the best species for the planting
location, the tree can take care of itself (as every tree that occurs naturally has done
throughout time). Our desire to have trees as part of a much larger landscape design in
our homes increases the amount of care we must put into them. Attending to their needs
from the early stages up through maturity allows them to not only serve as functioning
members of the landscape, they can also provide you with a sense of peace, a realization
of the vision you had in mind when you planted them. You will be repaid for the effort you
pour into your young trees by the impact they have on your well-being, with the added
benefit of knowing you have helped create a small pocket of nature within our concrete
jungle.
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/The-Vine-Line---April-7--2020.html?soid=1127281664014&aid=UC36tAsEdoo

3/4

9/24/21, 2:16 PM

The Vine Line - April 7, 2020

By Bo Kelley, MBG arborist

Be sure to follow us on Instagram and Facebook to see what's
blooming at the Garden.
Something you want to see or learn more about? Email our Horticulture
Director rick.pudwell@memphisbotanicgarden.com .
To read past issues of The Vine Line, click here.
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